Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 05967 01 OE02 221505Z 
ACTION NEA-07 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 NEAE-00 /008 W 

001913 221533Z/53 

0 221400Z AUG 77 

EM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7963 

INFO SECDEF ISA/DSAA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE ECJ4/7 PRIORITY 

SECRET SECTION 1 OF 2 TUNIS 5967 

LIMDIS 

PERSONAL EOR GENERAL EISH FROM CHARGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, TS 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE EARLY DELIVERY OF VULCAN AND F-5 PURCHASE 

REE: A. TUNIS 5658, DTG 101230Z AUG 77 

B. TUNIS 5748, DTG 130817Z AUG 77 

C. STATE 192529, DTG 13I819Z AUG 77 

D. TUNIS 5756, DTG 151050Z AUG 77 

E. DA-DALO-ILM, DTG 182105Z AUG 77 

F. CHUSLOT DTG 190530Z AUG 77 

G. TUNIS 5883, DTG 191331Z AUG 77 

1. AFTER FREQUENTLY POSTPONE MEETINGS LAST WEEK, CHARGE AND 
CHUSLOT WERE ABLE TO MEET WITH TUNISIAN SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
FARHAT AND MILITARY SECURITY CHIEE GENERAL BALMA ON SEVERAL 
SUBJECTS TODAY. WE DISCUSSED, INTER ALIA, THE REDUCTION IN 
PRICE ON THE CHAPARRAL MISSILES, POSSIBLE EARLY DELIVERY OF THE 
VULCAN, AND FUTURE UTILIZATION OF FMS CREDITS BY TUNISIA. 

2. PROFITING FROM THE ADVANCED NOTIEICATION OE A $3.1 MILLION 
REDUCTION IN THE CHAPARRAL MISSILES INDICATED IN REF E, WE 
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INFORMED FARHAT AND BALMA OF THAT GOOD NEWS. MINISTER FARHAT 
WAS MOST APPRECIATIVE OF THE GOOD EEFORTS OF GENERAL FISH TO 
HELP TUNISIA BY REDUCING THE MIM72A PRICE. FARHAT WENT ON TO SAY 
THAT THE TUNISIANS WERE STILL MOST CONCERNED OVER THE SHELF 
LIFE OF THEIR CHAPARRAL MISSILES AS SPELLED OUT IN CHUSLOT 
MSG, REF F. HE INDWCATED THAT ALTHOUGH TUNISIA WOULD LIVE BY 
ITS CONTRACT AGREEMENTS EOR THE 328 MIM72AS IN THE CHAPARRAL 
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FMS CASE, THEY DID NOT WANT TO ORDER MORE. EARHAT SAID THAT A 
MIM72C PURCHASE IN THE FUTURE WOULD EVENTUALLY ASSURE THEM OF 
A LONGER SHELF LIFE MISSILE AND A MORE ADVANCED MODEL. HE 
RECOGNIZED WHAT GENERAL FISH HAD EMPHASIZED DURING HIS VISIT IP 
JUNE ON THE NONAVAILABILITY OE THE MIM72C FOR TUNISIA, BUT 
HOPED THAT IN A FEW YEARS TUNISIA WOULD BE INCLUDED AS A MIM72C 
CUSTOMER. FARHAT SAID THAT HE WOULD CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR MIM72CS 
AS A FOLLOW-ON TO THE 328 MIM72AS. 

3. WE DISCUSSED AT SOME LENGTH THE POSSIBILITY OF AN EARLY 
DELIVERY OE THE VULCAN AS OUTLINED IN REFTEL C. MINISTER 
EARHAT WAS GREATLY APPRECIATIVE OF THE OPTION OEFERED TO 
PURCHASE THE VULCANS SLATED FOR SAUDI ARABIA. HE SAID, HOWEVER, 
THAT THEIR PRIMARY REASON FOR HESITATING ON THE VULCAN CON- 
TRACT WAS MONETARY; THE TUNISIANS WERE NOT SATISFIED WITH A 
ERENCH DEFER TO SELL THEM MIRAGE INTERCEPTORS AND TUNISIA WAS 
NOW SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING THE PURCHASE OF A SQUADRON OF NORTHROP 
F-5S FROM US. THE COST OE THE VULCAN COULD THUS BE APPLIED TOWARD 
PAYING FOR THE F-5S. MR. CRANE EROM NORTHROP IS SCHEDULED TO 

VISIT TUNIS THIS WEEK AND THE TUNISIANS WANT TO GET INTO CON- 
TRACT DETAILS WITH HIM. THE TUNISIANS WOULD, HOWEVER, TAKE THE 
VULCAN EARLY-DELIVERY OFEER INTO CINSIDERATION WHEN WEIGHING 
THE PROS AND CONS OF AN F-5 PURCHASE. FARHAT SUMMARIZED THAT THE 
TOTAL FIVE YEAR (EY76 - 89) FMS CREDIT PROGRAM OF A HOPED-FOR 
$125 MILLION WITH A POSSIBLE END-FY 77 AUGUMENTATION WOULD PERMIT 
TUNISIA ONLY THE CHAPARRAL, TOW AND P-5 PURCHASES. HE STATED THAT 
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AMBASSADOR HEDDA HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED TO SIGN FOR ANY END 
PY 77 CREDITS A VAIL ARIF. TO TUNISIA AND HOPED THEY COULD GET 
$10 MILLION. 

4. WE DISCUSSED THE PURCHASE OP OUT- YEAR ARMAMENTS USING THE 
LIST WHICH WAS OUTLINED OUR OUR MESG, REFTEL D. FARHAT INDICATED 
THAT THE TUNISIANS WERE CERTAINLY IN AGREEMENT WITH THAT LIST 
OP EQUIPMENT (PARA 2, REFTEL D), BUT HE WANTED TO ADD THE P-5 
PIGHTER AND MAKE IT A HIGH PRIORITY. WE FURTHER DISCUSSED THE 
PRICE AND AVAILABILITY FIGURES WHICH WE HAVE RECENTLY RECEIVED 
ON THE M48 TANKS WHICH RUNS ABOUT $3.7 MILLION FOR THE CONVER- 
SION OF FOURTEEN M48A3S TO M48A5S AND ABOUT $16 MILLION POR 
BUYING TWENTY-EIGHT M48A5S. GENERAL BALMA IS PARTICULARLY IN- 
TERESTED IN THE TWENTY-EIGHT M48A5 PURCHASE BUT HAS SOME CONCERN 
ABOUT HAVING TO PART WITH THEIR FOURTEEN M48A3S POR NEARLY TWO 
YEARS WHILE THEY UNDERGO CONVERSION AT ANNISTON DEPOT. 
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5. FARHAT CONDLUDED BY STATING THAT A SPECIAL COMMISSION 
WAS MEETING IN THE EARLY PART OF SEPTEMBER AFTER THE RETURN 

OF HIS DEPUTY, BENNOUR. THIS COMMISSION WOULD ADDRESS THE ENTIRE 
PROBLEM OF OUT- YEAR PURCHASES AND HE WOULD GIVE US HIS DECISION 
ON THE VULCAN OFFER AS WELL AS ON THE F-5 AT THAT TIME. 

6. OUR ANALYSIS HERE IS THAT THE TUNISIANS CAN CERTAINLY HANDLE 
THE VULCAN OPTION IF THAT IS THEIR DECISION. IN FOLLOW-ON 
DISCUSSIONS WITH CHUSLOT LATER THIS MORNING, GENERAL BALMA 
WAS APPRAISED OF THE DETAILS OE OUR BUDGETING AND TRAINING 
CONCERNS WHICH YOU OUTLINED IN REF C. ALTHOUGH THE NEW CHAPARRAL- 
VULCAN BATTALION CASERNE WN KAIROUAN WILL NOT BE COMPLETED UNTIL 
EARLY 1979, THE CURRENT AA REGIMENT BARRACKS AT MENZEL 
BOURGUIBA CAN HANDLE THE NEW EQUIPMENT TEMPORARILY. THE VULCAN 
IS NOT A COMPLEX SYSTEM; WE FEEL THAT THEIR CURRENT 40 MM CREWS 
COULD EASILY BE TRANSITIONED TO THE VULCAN. MECHANICS WHO HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN SCHOOL-TRAINED IN THE US COULD GO BACK FOR THE 
VULCAN TECHNICAL TRAINING WHICH YOU OEFERED. EARLY US-TRAINING 

OF A VULCAN FIRING CREW CADRE MIGHT BE A BIT MORE DIEFICULT; 

THE MOST PRESSING CHALLENGE WOULD BE TO GET THEM ENGLISH- 
LANGUAGE QUALIFIED BY JAN 78. THE TUNISIAN NCO ACADEMY GRADUATED 
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30 NEW NCOS THIS MONTH WHO WERE SCHEDULED FOR THE C-; BATTALION; 
THEY NEED ENGLISH-LANGUAGE TRAINING, TOO. IN SUM, WE SEE NO 
MAJOR OBSTACLE TO THE VULCAN PURCHASE AND DELIVERY BY JUNE 
1978. IN FACT, AN EARLY VULCAN DELIVERY WOULD BE A GOOD 
FORERUNNER EOR THE PREPARATION OF THE MORE COMPLEX CHAPARRAL 
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EQUIPMENT RECEPTION AND TRAINING IN 1979. IP THE TUNISIANS REALLY 
WANT THE VULCAN, WE THINK THEY SHOULD HAVE IT. 

7. WE REITERRATED TO GENERAL BALMA, POLITELY BUT PIRMLY, 

THE NEED POR THE TUNISIANS 00 MAKE UP THEIR MINDS AND STICK 
TO A PINAL DECISION ON THEIR DEPENSE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM. 

KING 
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